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MSUM was recently on a 
list of schools in the MnSCU 
system to host the Minnesota 
governor’s debate. 
MnSCU was contacted 
by Debate Minnesota, a non-
partisan, non-profit organization 
unassociated with MnSCU that 
promotes participation in the 
upcoming election, identifying 
MSUM as a campus where they 
would like to host a debate. 
According to a poll posted 
by SurveyUSA on Sept. 15, 
Mark Dayton, the Democratic 
candidate, leads Tom Emmer, 
the Republican candidate, by a 
38-36 percentage, with 18 percent 
for Independent candidate Tom 
Horner. Among independent 
votes, the candidates are 
relatively even.
Doug Hamilton, the public 
As of July 1, the on-campus 
parking fine amount has increased 
from $15 to $25.  
Sgt. Mitch Osland of MSUM 
Public Safety cited inflation and 
fuel costs as important factors in 
the decision, as well as the costs 
of snow removal from parking 
lots and sidewalks.
relations director at MSUM, 
believes Debate Minnesota 
indicated interest in bringing the 
debate to the school because 
the debates are public events, 
attracting attention from TV 
stations in the area. TV stations 
in the area cover a large part of 
northwestern Minnesota and thus 
voters can see the candidates.
“This is a media center. 
Outside of the Twin Cities, 
this is the number two media 
center that serves Minnesota,” 
Hamilton said. “This is an 
important public service (for 
MSUM).”
Three dates were put aside for 
MSUM to host the debate in the 
CMU ballroom: Sept. 27, Sept. 
29, and Oct. 7. 
Mary Heller organizes the 
debates at Debate Minnesota. 
MSUM has been awaiting a 
decision on the debate from 
Heller, which has been difficult 
due to three candidates needing 
to agree on a common date, with 
the understanding they may not 
get much lead time between the 
announcement of the choice and 
the date chosen. 
Based on comments from 
Heller, what seems to be the 
most likely outcome is that 
MSUM will not be getting the 
debate. 
Disagreements have risen 
over the location for the debate, 
whether it should be an in-studio 
debate or live. Heller said 
candidates are looking to do live 
debates.
“(The candidates) want to get 
in front of the people and get the 
word out as much as possible,” 
Heller said.
Heller said that she wanted 
the debate to come to MSUM 
because she loves the area. 
She did a similar debate for 
the Minnesota senate race at 
Concordia a few years ago and 
the audience was packed. She 
was very disappointed with the 
complications over location 
but felt differently about her 
interaction with MSUM.
Heller said the MSUM admin-
istration has been wonderful 
and she is upset that the debate 
would not take place. 
“If a debate on our campus 
does not materialize, we would 
be disappointed,” Hamilton said. 
“Minnesota faces difficult deci-
sions and our community would 
benefit from the opportunity to 
hear the candidates for governor 
explain their proposals.”
With a close race between 
all three candidates and a little 
over a month before the elec-
tion, voters need to consider 
who they want as their governor 
and a debate would effectively 
allow voters to make concrete 
decisions. 





Parking permit costs have 
increased as well, by 10 percent 
from last year. 
Osland said that the university 
“felt that it would be better to 
shift the costs to those who are 
violating,” rather than those who 
are abiding by the rules.  
Another factor for the increase 
was that MSUM was already 
the lowest ranked in ticket costs 
of MnSCU schools. One of the 
biggest reasons for the increase 
in parking fines is the addition 
of new parking lots at MSUM 
for the purpose of aiding student 
commuters. 
There is free parking in I-Lot, 
which is by the annex on campus, 
and also K-Lot near Nemzek.  
Smith can be reached at 
smithcr@mnstate.edu
Those risking lot 
parking without 
a permit now 
face a $25 fee. 
If the ticket is 
not paid within 
10 days, the fine 
increases to $35.
Jessi Neels-Erickson / The Advocate
Parking ticket costs increase
A dance called Time Warp, 
a bisexual mad scientist and a 
sweet transvestite. These may not 
sound familiar, but they will after 
MSUM’s theater department 
performs “The Rocky Horror 
Show.” It opens tomorrow and 
will continue its run on Sept. 
25 and Sept. 28-Oct. 2, with a 
midnight show on Oct 2.
“The Rocky Horror Show” is a 
spoof of 1940s and 1950s science-
fiction movies. In the musical, 
a young couple, Brad and Janet, 
become stranded at a castle that 
is inhabited by aliens, including 
transvestite mad scientist Frank 
‘N’ Furter, his servants Riff Raff 
and Magenta and his creation, 
Rocky.
“The Rocky Horror Show” is a 
cult classic. Originally a British 
stage musical, it was adapted into 
the well-known film “The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show.” Both 
versions of the musical have an 
animated and devoted fan-base.
“I think people will really 





ROCKY HORROR, PAGE 9
Anar Farah Abdullah, from Somalia, receives her certifcate and a U.S. flag after officially becoming a U.S. citizen in the CMU Ballroom last Friday. Abdullah 
was one of 22 people from 13 nations who was naturalized.
Chris Franz / The Advocate
Brickweg can be reached at 
brickwegbr@mnstate.edu




printed in Iraqi 
journal
See pg. 9
Football team gets first win
Saturday’s 
game full 
of firsts for 
team
See pg. 11
President Edna in on search
Syzmanski among 
those tasked to find 
MnSCU chancellor 
See pg. 7












10a.m.-5p.m. The Group 
Poster Sale
12p.m.-1p.m. Ad Club Guest 
Speaker
7p.m.-9p.m. OLA Salsa Night
8:30a.m.-10a.m. Fire Up 
Friday









8a.m.-8p.m. Hispanic Heritage 
Month






7p.m.-11p.m. Pool League 
Night
7p.m.-8p.m. Space Dreams: 
Man’s Eternal Quest
4p.m.-8p.m. Graduate School 
Workshop
7:30-10:30p.m. Rocky Horror 
8p.m.-10:30p.m. Krauka 
Concert
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The Advocate is published weekly during the 
academic year, except during final examina-
tion and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college administration, 
faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor 
and your turn submissions. They should be 
typed and must include the writer’s name, 
signature, address, phone number, year in 
school or occupation and any affiliations. 
Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday and can 
be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped off at 
The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 or 
e-mailed to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. The 
Advocate reserves the right to edit letters and 
refuse publication of letters omitting requested 
information. It does not guarantee the publica-
tion of any letter. 
“So am I going to make myself a pizza, or 
what?”
The Advocate is prepared for publication 
by Minnesota State University Moorhead 
students and is printed by Davon Press, West 
Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2010, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented 
writers, photographers, columnists and illus-
trators. Meetings are held at 2:30 p.m. every 
Monday in CMU 110. 
Contact the editor for more information or 
come to the staff meetings. 
Doug Hamilton Adviser
Rachel Leingang Editor
Kelsie O’Keefe Assistant Editor
Kimberly Ehrlich Opinion Editor
Erica Anderson Features Editor
Sadie Jones Arts and Entertainment Editor
Matthew Beckman Multimedia Editor
Michael Readel Webmaster
Michael Smith Sports Editor
Chris Franz Photo Editor
Holly Lavecchia Copy Editor
Jenessa McAllister Copy Editor
Danielle Voigt Copy Editor 
Chayanee Haley Copy Editor
Jordan Jeromcheck Advertising Manager
Dustin Brick Business Manager
Matt Leingang Distribution Manager
        The Advocate
Security Update  








Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to help 
save the lives of patients worldwide and earn $50 today 
as a new donor.
Earn $50 today 
A valid  photo I.D. , proof of your current address and your 
Social Security or immigration card are required to donate.





8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday
6:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Wallet stolen from 
Wellness Center
A woman reported having 
money stolen from her wallet on 
Sept. 13. Her wallet was left in an 
unlocked locker at the Wellness 
Center. 
Golf cart vandalized
Property damage to Public 
Safety golf cart was reported by a 
Public Safety Officer on Sept. 13. 
Marijuana 
paraphenalia found
Marijuana rolling papers with 
small amounts of marijuana 
residue on them were found in 
the Grantham lobby elevator on 
Sept. 15. 
Woman finds her 
way back home
A lost female was found 
wandering through the 
construction area by Weld on 
Sept. 17. She was escorted to 
an area by Nemzek where she 
was able to locate her apartment 
building. 
Female’s purse stolen
On Sept. 17, a female was seen 
running barefoot through M-Lot. 
She was stopped and reported 
having her purse stolen at an off-
campus party. 
Nelson girls cited for 
minors  
Two females were located 
coming off of the Nelson elevator 
on Sept. 17. Both were cited 
for underage consumption by 
Moorhead Police Department and 
referred to the judicial committee. 
Residents caught 
with drugs
A report of marijuana odor 
coming from Holmquist was 
reported on Sept. 18. Three 
people inside the room were cited 
by Moorhead Police Department 
for minors in consumption and 
referred to the judical committee. 
Water fountain 
vandalized
Property damage to a water 
fountain on third floor West 
Grantham was reported on Sept. 




On Sept. 19, four individuals 
were referred to the judicial 




MSUM’s Office of Student 
Activities offers students and stu-
dent organizations a number of 
opportunities to volunteer in the 
community or on campus.
 These programs range in level 
of commitment from a one time 
donation or an afternoon at a 
shelter to a year-long weekly 
commitment to a little brother or 
little sister. 
If you have any questions or 
concerns, contact the OSA at 
218.477.2790,  osa@mnstate.edu 
or www.mnstate.edu/osa/
leadership/volunteer.com. 
Russian scientist to 
visit MSUM
Dr. Igor Shemyakin will 
be speaking at 10:30 a.m. on 
Monday, Sept. 27 in Hagen 
207. His topic will be “What 
is Obolensk?” Obolensk was 
the premier biological weapons 
research and development insti-
tute in Russia. Shemyakin will 
be speaking on its current and 
future use.
Shemyakin is the Executive 
Deputy Director of the State 
Research Center for Applied 
Microbiology in Obolensk, 
Russia. His field of expertise 
includes molecular microbiol-
ogy and molecular epidemiology. 
He is a co-collaborator with Dr. 
Charlie Stoltenow from Animal 
Sciences at North Dakota State 
University in the selection of 




The Eurospring 2010 student 
participants show you a taste of 
Europe through their eyes with 
personal photographs from the 
trip. The exhibit will be on dis-
play until Oct. 10 in the library 
lobby.
For more information, come to 
the Study Abroad Office, located 
in Bridges 250.
GOP blocks ‘don’t 
ask’ repeal
It’s still not safe for armed-ser-
vice members to ask or tell: the 
Republican Party blocked a vote 
in the Senate to repeal “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” on Tuesday. 
Their filibuster meant that the 
Senate could not close debate on 
the issue, despite the fact that a 
majority supported the measure, 
56-43. Gay-rights groups are call-
ing on the Senate to reschedule 
a vote for a repeal in December, 
after the Pentagon completes a 
review of the policy. 
The GOP’s filibuster blocks 
the entire defense authorization 
bill, which the repeal was a part 
of.
Deadliest year for 
NATO in war
With the deaths of nine more 
troops in a helicopter crash 
in southern Afghanistan on 
Tuesday, Sept. 14, has become 
the deadliest year for NATO 
since the war began. 
All nine troops were American, 
and the Los Angeles Times 
reports that their deaths hap-
pened in Zabul province, where 
the Taliban is strong. So far, 529 
Western forces have been killed 
this year, after the combat deaths 
sharply increased in June and 
July. In 2009, 521 Western troops 
died.
Twitter fixes hack
Did you catch your cowork-
ers looking at porn this morn-
ing? It may have been innocent: 
Twitter has repaired a hack that 
was causing pop-up windows, 
many of which were porn, to 
open on users’ computers on 
Tuesday. It only affected twit-
ter.com and not third-party cli-
ents.
Weezer fans have had a tough 
decade. In 2002, they saw Weezer 
show a dark side with “Maladroit.” 
In 2005, fans were disappointed 
by the least sincere album “Make 
Believe.” In 2008, the band 
released the most earnest album 
since the sophomore masterpiece 
“Pinkerton,” but Rivers Cuomo’s 
songwriting proved more creepy 
than enduring. Then the band 
released the synthesizer heavy 
“Raditude” last year, which may 
have been the exact opposite of 
what fans wanted.
The years were not without 
moments of glory however. 
“Maladroit” gave us the excellent 
“Keep Fish’n” video featuring 
The Muppets. “Make Believe” 
had some solid moments once you 
got past the corny “Beverly Hills” 
and the preachy “We Are All On 
Drugs.” 
“Red” had some solid riffs on 
tracks like “Pork and Beans,” and 
“Raditude” had “Put Me Back 
Together,” a song that showed that 
Cuomo could still write a song 
as good as anything on their 1994 
debut. Now the band releases 
their seventh full-length album, 
“Hurley,” and against all odds, it’s 
consistently good. 
The ten-song album is heavy on 
guitar and very light on synthesizer, 
which is exactly how Weezer 
works best. The band’s songs are 
tight but not as overproduced as 
they were on the previous two 
Weezer releases.
Cuomo’s  lyrics  are heartbreaking 
anecdotes of growing older, 
missing opportunities, and good 
memories. He’s writing the songs a 
40-year-old should be writing and 
not trying to create club anthems 
like “I Can’t Stop Partying.”
The album has several standout 
songs. The track that opens the 
album, “Memories,” perfectly sets 
out the themes for the other nine 
songs. Another pumping jam is 
the somber “Trainwrecks,” where 
Cuomo fantasizes about being 
young enough to crash “Diddy 
Parties.”
The best track on the album is 
near the end. “Brave New World” is 
the kind of Weezer song that gives 
fans hope. The themes could echo 
Weezer’s move from major label 
Geffen to Bad Religion’s Epitaph 
label. Regardless, it’s easily the 
tightest song on the album lyrically 
and its jams are top notch.
The album closes on the song 
“Time Flies” a crunchy flavored 
song with a slight country twang 
that ties up the album very nicely. 
“Had another birthday/ Could have 
been the worst day I ever had,” 
Cuomo starts the track.
The album is a fun listen, but it 
doesn’t have as many catchy songs 
as the last few albums. It is lighter 
on cheesiness, however. Hopefully 
Weezer has gotten that out of its 
system.
There will never be another 
album like “Pinkerton,” and 
Weezer has proven time and time 
again that they don’t write songs 
like on “The Blue Album,” but 
the band can still make a decent 
album with solid songs and a lot of 
heart when they write about what 
they know instead of trying to be 
23 again. 
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 The Fargo Theatre is holding 
a special public screening for 
the independent feature film 
“Pinching Penny” on Sunday 
at 2 p.m. Filmmaker Dan 
Glaser involved recent MSUM 
graduates Alex Welgraven, 
who served as the director 
of photography, and Steven 
Molony, who starred in the lead 
role, and many other MSUM 
students in the production.
The Sunday screening will be 
the first public screening of the 
final cut of the film.  “Pinching 
Penny” has been submitted to 
several film festivals, including 
the Sundance film Festival and 
the Slamdance Film Festival. 
There will also be a panel 
discussion after the film, which 
will feature Glaser, Welgraven, 
Molony, and co-star Timothy 
Meyer.
“Pinching Penny” is about 
a British hypochondriac who 
turns to theft and kidnapping to 
fuel his obsessive consumerism, 
which drives him into the dark 
underbelly of Midwestern 
society. Glaser first developed 
the idea for the film in the 
fall of 2008, while taking the 
video production course in the 
MSUM film department.  That’s 
also where he met Welgraven, 
who would go on to serve as 
cinematographer for the film.  
“Dan was really excited about 
the project, he had big dreams 
for it,” Welgraven said. 
Glaser finished the script in 
the spring of 2008, and set out 
to find a cast and crew.  He 
relied mainly MSUM students, 
including Molony, a theatre 
student who played the lead 
role of Alex.  Paul Voansek 
was added to cast along with 
crewmembers Haleigh Overseth 
and Mary-Angelina Zantopp as 
producers. 
The shoot was 35 days 
long, with some shooting days 
reaching 18 hours.  Being the 
lead actor, Molony had to stay 
in character nearly all day, 
which included maintaining his 
British accent for the character. 
The cast and crew of volunteers 
stayed with it because “it was 
something we all believed in 
together,” Molony said.
After shooting ended, Glaser 
spent around five months in 
post-production.  The original 
cut was around two and a half 
hours, but was down to an hour 
and 45 minutes after editing. 
Glaser also made a trailer for the 
film, which brought him to the 
attention of Los Angeles studios 
Stand Media and Black Satellite 
Post, who have contacted him 
about doing sound mixing for 
the film.  
Glaser is already at work 
developing another feature film, 
written by “Pinching Penny” 
actor Timothy Meyer.  
“I really like his style, and the 
way he works,” Molony said.
“It’s been a really long time 
coming,” Welgraven said.  “I’m 
excited to see how people react 
to it.”  
While Glaser is ready to 
move on to other projects, he 
also is excited for its premiere. 
Weezer’s “Hurley”: What fans have been waiting for








Holt can be reached at 
holtco@mnstate.edu
WHAT:  “Pinching Penny”  
                Premiere
WHEN:  Sunday at 2 p.m.
WHERE:  Fargo Theatre
Sunday
9:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. “Bury the Needle”
Monday
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. “Tha Lair”
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. “NTS”
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. “Matt Eckholm”
9:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. “Dragon Radio”
10:00 p.m. to 12 a.m. “No One Knows My Name”
Tuesday
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. “Decker, Tallman and Nelson”
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. “Director’s Cut”
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. “JuRossic Park”
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. “Ska is Not Dead”
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. “Just Riffin’”
9:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. “Ethan Helling”
11:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. “Denim and Leather”
Wednesday
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. “Tha Lair”
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. “Tanner Tougas”
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. “Allen Bransitter and Ben Sailer”
9:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. “Dragon Radio”
10:00 p.m. to 12 a.m. “No One Knows My Name”
Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. “Decker, Tallman and Nelson”
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. “Director’s Cut”
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. “JuRossic Park”
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. “The Wolfman”
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. “Ska is Not Dead”
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. “The Show”
9:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. “Ethan Helling”
11:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. “Denim and Leather”
Friday
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. “JuRossic Park”
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. “Just Riffin’”
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. “Life of Road”
9:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. “Ethan Grove”
Saturday
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. “Tanner Tougas”
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. “Classic Rock”
9:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. “Isabella Cody”
KMSC Dragon Radio Schedule
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The world is coming to an end! Doomsday! 
Cries like these have become the limelight of the 
season. Natural calamities have then added as an 
evidence of the famous prediction of the world 
ending. Will the world end though? I say it has 
already ended.
The world has ended through ignorance, hatred 
and discrimination and so many other passive 
things. Every once in a while, there is a natural 
disaster, millions of peoples lives comes to a 
sudden change. Yet, the world does not think 
necessary to acknowledge it. 
Yes, I am referring to the flood in Pakistan. 
I am sure that many people do not know about 
this because it was not covered on Fox News or 
any other news. Anderson Cooper on CNN only 
covered the situation for five minutes because 
Angelina Jolie went there to provide aid. Is five 
minutes enough for the displacement of millions 
of people? According to the UN, the number of 
living people affected by the flooding in Pakistan 
over the past two weeks has been 20 million now. 
That’s more then the combined total of Tsunami, 
the 2005 Kashmir earthquake and the 2010 Haiti 
earthquake. But still no coverage! Why is it so? 
Is it because of unpopularity?
The world has always been full of issues and 
wars and so many other “dirty politics” as we all 
term it. The world will never come to an end with 
these problems because everyone is selfish. And 
yes, in order to survive we need to be selfish but 
with limitations. If everyone thought about oth-
ers, then peace would prevail and no one would 
be able to fulfill their needs. But, in this modern 
world so far the idea of peace is just in dreams. 
But dreams do come true in certain cases, all we 
do is hope. All of us have one way or another 
way heard the term “we are one,” but again this 
unity has always been falling apart, whether be it 
with mass murder, religious attacks or terrorism. 
But what is the fault of those millions of innocent 
people like us that they are not receiving enough 
coverage? If we continue our judgements on 
these people and their homes or their culture 
then, we will have two generations–one that will 
call them as the criminals and the other that will 
call us as the criminals. Both ways we would not 
come up with generations that want peace. Again, 
if those that are capable of helping do not help 
people that are facing difficulty, don’t we fall 
into the same category as the bad people? Even 
not acknowledging the fact of this huge calamity 
is making us well-educated-developed-idiots!
How would we react if all that we owned went 
back into dust, and the rest of the world did not 
even care about it? So let us all be united, and let 
us all leave the boundaries of class, country and 
religion and look into each other with the eyes of 
humanity. Let us help one another.
There are various sites asking for funds such 
as (mercycorps.org/fundrasing/supportinterna-
tional) to help these people. Even a donation of a 
few dollars is worth it. You will be saving lives 
and the future of a country. Support International 
in collaboration with Student Senate and Nepali 
students Association will be doing awareness 
and fundraising at school. This is a small way to 
make a difference–to make a change. In this we 




In lieu of a traditional editorial, Advocate staff chose to 
run a farewell message from our long-time Opinion Editor 
Kimberly Ehrlich.
Hello lovely Advocate readers. As you may or may not 
know, The Advocate is looking for a new opinion editor, 
because I am stepping down from the position. I’d encour-
age anyone interested to e-mail the Advocate about taking 
the position.
This is my third year being involved in The Advocate and 
my second as Opinion Editor, and I’d just like to say, it’s 
been a great ride. I’d really like to stress, as I always have, 
the advantages of getting involved with a group on campus.
One of the reasons I’m stepping down from op. ed. is to 
step up in several organizations that I’m already in. Not to 
say that The Advocate doesn’t have any priority, but being 
in the same position for the second year in a row restricts 
new leadership and new development, which is what 
student organizations are all about.
It seems like all around campus, at least from my perspec-
tive, things are changing this year to new leadership and 
new potential. Not only do I see this in organizations, 
and even in the OSA, but also in the school itself; in the 
changes in the placement of departments, and the start of 
new positions.
Sometimes change is scary for people, particularly when 
people in power switch around, but it can always be for the 
better. The school has been benefiting from its new adver-
tising program, which we saw in the increase of freshmen 
this year. Dragon Core, too, is undergoing some changes 
that will make it simpler for future students to understand. 
Our state, soon, will be experiencing a shift in power, and 
the voting process will be new and exciting for younger 
voters at this school. 
College is just a preparation for the real world, the adult 
world that we might be terrified of, but at least prepared to 
face. In the wise words of Ms. Frizzle: “Take chances, get 
messy, make mistakes.” And sometimes this might mean 
changing what you do, stepping down from something you 
like and are comfortable with and doing something differ-
ent and important.
Things change, but we learn to compensate and move 
on. The only way toward progress is through challenging 
ourselves in new and better ways, and it is our responsibilty 
as students to do so. And without trying to sound too much 
like President Obama, this is change I can believe in.





 e-mail Karki at 
karkibi@mnstate.edu




To preface this story, I’ll admit that although 
what I did was most likely unethical, I am 
certain that I’m only one of a few in a fair line 
of people who forwent moral obligations either 
unintentionally or otherwise. What I’m saying 
is, I bought someone else’s home movies for a 
dollar.
A couple weeks ago at a local thrift shop, I 
came across an anomaly in the VHS section. 
Burrowed in-between taped movies and half-
hour children’s programming was an inconspicu-
ous video with “Canadian Rocky Mountains, 4 
Sept–12 Sept 1996” scrawled across the label. A 
sticker with a different handwriting was placed 
underneath it: $1.00. I knew immediately what 
the tape was. It was a steal. I snatched it along 
with a wood-paneled VCR and payed for it 
without a single double-take from the cashier. 
They had made a sale.
Light-footed, I carried the loot across the 
street to my apartment. The anticipation was 
unbearable. What was lying dormant on this cas-
sette, sans mountains? Back in my living room, 
I attached the VCR–with built-in SelectaVision 
to my roommate’s LCD flat-panel and delicately 
pushed the tape forward.
A barrage of harsh, mechanical clacks sput-
tered into life. Finally, an image appeared on the 
screen. Sprawled on the carpet, I fine-tuned the 
tracking knob. A blue sky. Some greenery. There 
were the mountains. I continued watching.
The camera panned to an elderly woman on 
a pathway overlooking the sights. She turned 
and smiled at the operator. Her lips moved but a 
garbled, colorless noise came out. I realized that 
the sound on the tape had deteriorated beyond 
repair. Only the images remained.
I pressed on and inferred what I could. From 
what I could tell, no one under 55 visited the 
Rockies that week. I was disappointed.  It was a 
bus tour for the retirement community. 
Most of the shots focused exclusively on the 
landscape, out of a window, on the sky. The sky! 
Always the sky. Almost every frame was filled 
with unremarkable cloud formations. Did this 
guy even know how to operate a camera? I soon 
had an answer when the darkness of one shot 
dissipated with the unscrewing of the lens cap. 
This was excruciating. Where were the artifacts 
from the nineties? The fashions? The hairstyles? 
The passé expressions? The retirees looked the 
same today as they did then. As timeless as the 
mountains behind them. Well that was a dollar 
squandered, I thought.
Wait. What was I thinking? For a moment, I 
had completely dismissed someone else’s home 
movies, their memories. This tape wasn’t made 
for me. I wasn’t even a conceivable audience 
for these people. I was a stranger, scouring the 
vacation of a couple I had never met and looking 
for entertainment.
I really began to think. It was definitely a 
senior bus tour. And from fourteen years ago – a 
brusque thought flashed through my mind – were 
these people still alive? Did this tape slip 
through an estate sale? What was I looking at?
The unseen camera operator had turned into an 
enigma. I strained to discern his features through 
the reflections inside of the bus but it was impos-
sible. I conceded and looked out of the window 
with him. It was the remnants of a sunset.
No one’s going to tell you that relationships are all smooth 
sailing. The truth is they are messy and they can be even more so 
when they aren’t between a man and a woman. I’m sure you’ve all 
seen the GSA room in the CMU with the bright rainbow flag and 
wide open door, occasionally glimpsing a person reading a book or 
someone typing on the computer. You know it’s there and you see 
it’s active. However, what many people don’t know is that MSUM 
has a larger GLBT community than most of its students realize. In 
fact, I believe this campus has the largest concentrated GSA and 
GLBT community in the area. That’s a lot of people, right? Right. 
This column, focusing on the issues and concerns of The GLBT 
community at MSUM, will be the first of its kind regularly published 
in the Advocate. This population is now getting a much needed voice 
that will reach you: the students of MSUM, and hopefully encourage 
a better and more supportive understanding between everyone on the 
campus. After all, how do you come to know someone if there is no 
communication? I, along with the other members of The Advocate 
staff, have high hopes for this column and active response and 
feedback from all of you readers would be much appreciated. Spread 
the love I say! But I digress. 
Transsexual, bisexual, asexual (well maybe not you guys), 
homosexual or straight. Due to the nature of human interaction, a 
relationship between two or more people is bound to have its kinks, 
questions and concerns. In short, it’s going to have its issues. Some 
of these issues are important to share with the world, and some of 
these issues, if brought to the attention of others, no longer become 
an issue in the future. 
So who better to start gathering the attention than a friendly, 
non-biased bisexual who has no qualms getting down to the nitty-
gritty of any subject. Don’t get me wrong though. Even though I 
am bisexual, by no means do I assume or mean to imply that I am 
an expert on all things GLBT. No one is truly an expert on such 
matters, but that is why we have this column. I’ll do my very best to 
represent the voices of my fellow students and state the issues that 
demand attention. 
I certainly do have a fair share of experience that I can offer to 
the column myself and I’m hoping that others will embrace this 
opportunity as I have. Embrace your individual voices, my friends, 
because if you don’t use them, you’re never going to be heard. I’ll 
take the risk and say that now that the initial ‘acceptance stage’ 
is out of the way, we need to step up and put a little time into the 
‘understanding stage.’ Understanding the person sitting next to 
you, the person across the hall, the person sitting in the GSA room 
reading a book, maybe even understanding yourself. You are a 
college student. 
You live, love, work and play in Moorhead, and so do I, your 
friendly, non-biased bisexual columnist. Thus, with that, I formally 
announce that The Advocate is here, representing with open hearts, 
minds, doors and closets, the issues important to a strong and vital 






Have a video? e-mail Sorenson 
at sorensty@mnstate.edu
Curious?
 e-mail Shueller at schuelleta@mnstate.edu
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MSUM participated in a first- 
ever survey documenting a wide 
range of sustainability practices 
among MnSCU.
Two years ago, President Szy-
manski put together a task force 
for saving energy.
Due to their efforts, this year 
MSUM saved $400,000 in energy 
costs alone.
The programs, practices and 
utilities that reduced this spending 
were documented in the MnSCU 
sustainability survey. This survey 
is the first thorough assessment of 
how resources are used and pre-
served on the system’s 54 cam-
puses. 
“It shows that we have made a 
good start,” MnSCU Chancellor 
James H. McCormick said. “But 
we must make more progress to 
be good stewards of the state’s 
resources for future generations.”
MSUM makes strides in sustainable living
COMPILED BY KELSIE O’KEEFE     Assistant Editor
University saves $400,000 in energy costs
MSUM plans to spearhead a 
community demonstration proj-
ect this spring, converting an old 
house to be completely sustain-
able.
The white house on 1010 9th St. 
S will be converted into a demon-
stration project with a net carbon 
emission of nearly zero. It will be 
retrofitted using all “green”, lo-
cal, inexpensive materials readily 
available to the regional popula-
tion.
The house, donated by Presi-
dent Szymanski, will be a demon-
stration house for area residents 
and contractors to see where they 
can find the tools and products 
needed to make a home sustain-
able and how to apply sustainable 
conversions and utilities to these 
old and new homes.
Dr. Dennis Jacobs, MSUM 
sustainability coordinator and 
professor, has firsthand experi-
ence in converting to a sustain-
able house. He and his wife built 
their home about 15 years ago. 
Among other things, it has solar 
panels and a pool that heats their 
home. Each year they try to add 
something to it to make it more 
sustainable. This year they went 
beyond a more sustainable home 
and built an electric van.
“A lot of the ideas that we have 
that have developed over that 
time will be applied to this build-
ing,” Jacobs said. 
Jacobs plans for MSUM’s 
sustainable house includes in-
creasing the size of the walls to 
one-foot thick and adding solar 
panels.
Though MSUM is still apply-
ing for grants to fund the proj-
ect, Dr. Jacobs would like to get 
started in spring 2011 and finish 
over the summer. Students from 
departments like physics and 
construction management will be 
hired and NDSU will be offering 
some interior design and architec-
tural help. 
“It’s going to be kind of a com-
munity project spearheaded by 
Moorhead State,” Jacobs said.
This house will hopefully also 
become the headquarters for an 
MSUM academic sustainability 
program. 
“Moorhead State is starting to 
catch up and with this program 
we’ve got coming in I think we’re 
going to make a leap ahead of a 
lot of (other universities),” Jacobs 
said.
The program still needs to be 
taken through APAC for approv-
al.
Ideally, MSUM’s sustainable fo-
cus will spread to the community .
O’Keefe can be reached at
okeeke@mnstate.edu
$3,000 will be awarded to the 
MSUM student who develops 
the best design for insulated 
shutters or blinds to cover the 
windows on Murray Commons.
In the interest of energy con-
servation at MSUM and pro-
moting a lifestyle of energy sus-
tainability among students, the 
Sustainable Campus Initiative 
Committee, will finance this 
competition as a demonstration 
project during 2010-2011 school 
year.
The approximate area of the 
north side Murray Commons 
windows to be covered is 600 to 
700 square feet. 
Each design entry should 
have both a simple, inexpensive 
working model and drawings.
Although the judging team is 
still being assembled, so far the 
panel will consist of Dr. Dennis 
Jacobs, MSUM professor, SCIC 
advisor and head of the sustain-
ability task force; students from 
the SCIC; Jeff Goebel, physical 
plant manager; Ken Bertolini, 
construction management; and 
hopefully, a student or two from 
the art program to judge the aes-
thetics.
The winning student will su-
pervise the installation of their 
design and hire fellow students 
to purchase the materials and in-
stall the shutters or blinds during 
summer 2011.
All entries should be submit-
ted to Dr. Dennis Jacobs, sus-
tainability coordinator, by Nov. 









Judging will be 
based upon:
Ease of operation
The shutters or blinds should 
easily open during the day and 
close at night.  
Insulating Factor
The insulating factor, or 
R-factor, is the resistance to 
heat loss or heat transfer through 
some building material. For 
example, the R-value for a 
three-fourth-inch piece of wood 
is about 1.
For this competition, the 
shutters or blinds need an 
R-value of at least 10.
Cost of installation
There is no set minimum or 
maximum cost for the shutters 
or blinds. A practical design 
should pay for itself in two to 
three years.
Durability
The shutters or blinds should 
last for at least a decade with 
minimum deterioration.
Aesthetics
The shutters or blinds may be 
placed and look pleasing both 
inside and out.
A sustainable environment 
uses resources in the present 
without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their 
needs. The MnSCU survey report 
outlines MSUM’s strides in sus-
tainability in 11 different areas. 
“We’re going to make a quan-
tum leap ahead of where we were, 
and certainly where we want to 
be,” Dr. Dennis Jacobs, MSUM 
sustainability coordinator said. 
MSUM is implementing prac-
tices and utilities like water re-
ducing faucets and shower heads, 
light sensors, wind energy, com-
posting and mulching waste from 
grounds keeping and using non-
disposable dishes in dining facili-
ties.
Along with MSUM, 32 colleg-
es and universities reported their 
progress in achieving sustainable 
campus operations. 
“As far as MnCSU colleges go, 
we’re probably catching up and 
ahead of a lot of them,” Jacobs 
said. “Across the nation, we’re 
just getting a start.”
MSUM’s future plans for a 
more sustainable living include 
utilizing more wind energy, in-
stalling more insulation and more 
efficiently scheduling classes to 
reduce energy consumption.
MSUM’s Sustainable Cam-
pus Initiative Committee is also 
working to get rid of all plastic 
bottles on campus.
“That’s probably the biggest 
environmental problem in the 
world,” Jacobs said.
The committee is planning to 
present campus dining facilities 
with the idea of providing deals 
to students who bring their own 
drinking containers.
Carbon neutral house will lead the way
New water fountains encourage the use of reusable bottles. The SCIC depart-
ment approved funding for the fountains and they were installed this summer. 
Chris Franz / Photo Editor
Chris Franz / Photo Editor
See-through bins on campus improve the amount of recyclables collected.
“We’d like to have every 
student come in and have a good, 
stainless steal bottle,” Jacobs said. 
“We’d have fountains all around 
campus with filtered water.”
Over time, MSUM could get 
rid of plastic altogether and hope-
fully create a more sustainably ef-
ficient campus altogether. Saving 
almost half a million dollars in 
just the frst year of sustainability 
focused implementations is just 
the start.
Jesse Trelstad / Advocate
The sustainable house location, donated by MSUM, will provide a conversion demonstration for the local community.
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Fifteen people set with the 
task of finding a new MnSCU 
chancellor, including a senator, 
a state representative, and the 
president of the Minnesota 
Chamber of Commerce, 
convened earlier this month to 
take the first steps in the process. 
Joining their ranks is MSUM’s 
President Edna Szymanski.
Enrolling over six times as 
many students as the University 
of Minnesota System, with 
32 institutions, seven of them 
state universities, 25 two-year 
colleges, and a budget of about 
$1.8 billion, MnSCU has much 
to say about higher education in 
Minnesota. 
The search for a chancellor to 
replace James H. McCormick, 
who is stepping down after 
ten years, began on Sept. 8. 
The committee met with their 
consulting and executive search 
firm who will build a pool of 
candidates to be interviewed, 
weeded down and interviewed 
some more until a new chancellor 
is named in February 2011.
The process is so lengthy 
and exhaustive because the 
chancellor oversees the entire 
MnSCU system.
“He’s my direct boss,” 
Szymanski said. “He is the person 
who is ultimately responsible, 
with the approval of the board of 
trustees, for the overseeing of the 
coordination of this huge thing.”
The 32 university and college 
presidents form a leadership 
council. Each year they 
internally elect a vice chair, 
alternating between the two-year 
and the four-year sector. In June 
2010 it was the four-years’ turn. 
Szymanski ran and was voted 
into an executive committee 
of three: vice chair; chair, who 
assumes the position a year after 
being elected vice chair; and the 
past chair. 
Leadership council chair also 
co-chairs monthly meetings 
with the chancellor. As next 
year Szymanski will ascend 
to that position, she will be 
the first president to co-chair 
those meetings with the new 
chancellor.
“We come together once a 
month to plan together and work 
together,” Szymanski said. “To 
me it’s really exciting. There’s 
a lot more collaboration going 
on here than other places I’ve 
been.”
Because Szymanski is freshly 
elected by her peers, she, along 
with chair, Kevin Kopischke 
from Alexandria Technical and 
Community College, have been 
asked by the board of trustees 
(appointed by the governor) and 
the current chancellor to join the 
15-person search committee.
Being on the search committee 
obviously means a lot to 
Szymanski.
“You know, when you’re not 
in St. Paul, you have to work 
twice as hard sometimes to be 
really visible,” she said. “And I 
think it’s in our best interest that 
we have the opportunity to be at 
the table there. I’m hoping that 
we find somebody who also sees 
the almost limitless opportunities 
to do a better job for students 
and for the state that this system 
affords.”
The MnSCU system is actually 
one that is very unique in terms 
of presidents working together 
across institutions and across 
sectors.
“In other places I’ve been, 
universities like ours would 
be competing with the two-
year schools like MSCTC,” 
Szymanski said, “and there 
wasn’t this built-in collaboration 
so that students could transfer 
and so that we could actually 
work together to meet the needs 
of the state.” 
The law that created MnSCU, 
merging the state’s community 
colleges, technical colleges and 
state universities, was passed by 
the Minnesota legislature in 1991 
and went into effect in 1995.
 “They all came together at 
that time, and it’s like any step-
family, it was a little tricky 
at the beginning,” Szymanski 
said. “But it is now a system 
now where we’re all at the 
table together. We try and plan 
together in a way that meets 
the needs of the students at the 
individual institutions.”
Ten years ago when MnSCU 
was in the same situation, former 
president Rolland Barden was, 
by virtue of being chair of the 
leadership council in ‘99, on the 
search committee the last time a 
chancellor was chosen.
“Ironically we’re the 
institution that’s been at the 
table both times,” Szymanski 
said. “We’ve played a very 
important role in the system and 
we continue to play an important 
role in the system.”
Szymanski made clear that the 
powerful position isn’t one she 
would ever be interested in. 
“Every December and May 
when people walk across the 
stage, and I know what they’ve 
learned here and their experiences 
and that we’ve played some 
small part, I get really moved 
by this,” she said. “Chancellors 
don’t have that. They don’t have 
students, they don’t have faculty 
to see every day, you know. They 
don’t get the same goosebumps 
at commencement that I do.  I 
continue to be very happy.”
Szymanski represents seven state universities on search committee
BY HOLLY LAVECCHIA
Copy Editor
Lavecchia can be reached at
laveccho@mnstate.edu
A new program has been 
implemented this fall by 
MSUM’s Office of Student 
Activities for student organi-
zations on campus. 
The program is called Star 
Recognition and hopes to help 
encourage more involvement, 
such as volunteer work and 
event participation among or-
ganizations. 
The program was devel-
oped by Assistant Director of 
Leadership and Organizations 
JoDee Anderson,“I wanted to 
have something that organiza-
tions could strive for,” Ander-
son said. 
She had heard of similar 
programs, happening at other 
colleges, and thought to try it 
here. The idea was suggested 
to her by MSUM Judicial Of-
ficer, Ashley Atteberry, who 
knew of another university 
where a similar program was 
being practiced.   
Each organization can earn 
either three, four or five stars. 
These stars are earned based 
on the numbers of participa-
tion-related things each orga-
nization does. The first level; 
three stars, is earned by doing 
the basic things such as regis-
tering on time, attending the 
required meetings, etc. and 
then the requirements for earn-
ing four or five stars builds 
from there. 
As the requirements in-
crease, so do the rewards for 
the organization. One reward 
is getting to refer to their or-
ganization as a three star, four 
star or five star organization. 
Other ways for organizations 
to earn stars include co-spon-
soring events, doing volunteer 
work and attending leadership 
programs. For some of these 
things, not all members have 
to attend, as long as there is a 
representative from the group 
present. 
Not all student organizations 
are required to participate in 
this program; the stars are in-
ternally tracked by the OSA, 
so there is no signing up for 
the program required by the 
organizations. In some cases, 
forms to prove participation in 
certain activities or events are 
required to be filled out by the 
organization in order to gain 
stars.  
“It’s a good way to provide 
a well rounded experience for 
the organizations,” Anderson 
said. 
The OSA hopes to keep or-
ganizations and students more 
involved, provide them with 
the experience and the oppor-
tunity to gain leadership skills, 
as well as create an overall 
better experience for every 
student in whatever organiza-
tion they might be participat-
ing in. 
Bluml can be reached at
blumlm@mnstate.edu
A group of cyclists ride up 
south Broadway during the 
second Streets Alive event of the 
season last Sunday afternoon.
On Aug. 29 and Sept. 19, 
a 5-mile stretch of normally 
traffic-filled streets including 
Broadway and Center Ave., were 
closed off to automobiles.  The 
streets  with walkers, bikers, 
runners, rollerbladers and other 
human-powered transportation.
Sponsored by the Cass-Clay 
Healthy People Initiative, an 
initiative of the Dakota Medical 
Foundation, the event was aimed 
at changing the environment to 
make it easer for people to live 
healthy lifestyles.
Several of the attractions 
included Participation Parkway, 
Eat & Greet Street and Activ-
ity Ally, all of which promoted 
healthy activities and lifestyle 
choices.
Chris Franz / Photo Editor
Streets Alive inspires healthier alternatives
New program encourages involvement among organizations
BY MEGAN BLUML
Staff Writer
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BY MATTHEW BECKMAN
Staff Writer
The American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention (AFSP) N.D. 
chapter is hosting an Out of the 
Darkness Community Walk for 
suicide prevention on Sunday.
“It’s important for college 
students to recognize suicide 
as a serious problem,» said 
Brenda Weiler, co-chair of the 
N.D. chapter. “It’s the second 
leading cause of death for college 
students.”
The Fargo walk will take 
place at Lindenwood Park at the 
main shelter. Weiler encouraged 
students and people of all ages to 
register a team or themselves for 
the walk. 
Participants can register at 
outofthedarkness.org or call 
701.219.4110. Walkers will also 
be accepted the day of the event 
at a walk- up registration in 
Lindenwood Park. If unable to 
walk, people can donate to the 
Out of the Darkness website or 
sponsor a walker or team.
Weiler’s mother, Mary Weiler 
formed the N.D. chapter in 2007 
after heading up North Dakota’s 
first AFSP walk, held in Fargo in 
2006 for Jennifer Weiler, who the 
family lost to suicide.
 “We expected 50 people to 
come out, but in the end 250 
people showed up for the walk, 
and we raised $25,000,”  Brenda 
Weiler said.
Since then they have grown 
and operate six walks across the 
state in Minot, Williston, Grand 
Forks, Bismarck, Valley City and 
Fargo.




When Cara Rebsch picks up 
her phone on a Friday night, 
she never knows if it will be 
an invitation from a friend or a 
call from a victim of domestic 
violence needing assistance.
“I was required to volunteer for 
a class at first, but after awhile 
it became very rewarding,” said 
Rebsch, an NDSU student and 
volunteer at the Rape and Abuse 
Crisis Center. “It feels really 
awesome to be the first person 
someone reaches out to in crisis, 
and to get them help.”
Rebsch is one of many 
students in the F-M community 
volunteering. Still, only 24 
percent of people ages 16-24 
volunteered in 2009, according 
to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. It seems that many are 
still wondering, what’s the point 
and why should I do it?
Stomping out stereotypes 
and misconceptions
“Everybody has a story,” 
said Jan Eliassen, Executive 
Director of the Gladys Ray 
Shelter in Fargo. “Volunteers 
hearing those stories is the most 
significant thing that will shape 
their perspective.  It’s all part 
of stomping out stereotypes and 
misconceptions.”
One reason people volunteer 
is to challenge their beliefs and 
perceptions of the world. GRS 
is a unique shelter within the 
F-M community because it’s 
the only shelter in town that 
accepts individuals actively 
using alcohol or other chemicals 
and those whose behavior 
has been problematic in other 
shelter settings.  Because of this, 
the shelter has received some 
skepticism from community 
members who may not know 
much about the program or the 
guests.
Eliassen hopes that volunteers 
will be able to carry their 
experiences throughout their 
lives, sharing it with the people 
around them.  
“When it comes to any social 
problem, the only way we’re ever 
going to effectively make change 
is by becoming involved,” 
Eliassen said. “You can’t just 
leave it to the folks who work in 
that specific arena.  It really takes 
all of us.”
Touching lives
Bray Johnson is one of a 
handful of volunteers at GRS. 
She is a recent graduate from 
Carroll College in Helena, 
Mont., and learned about GRS 
in last year’s Forum story about 
the shelter. After reading angry 
comments from neighbors and 
skeptics online, Johnson decided 
to check it out herself.  For 
Johnson, volunteering was about 
touching lives and connecting 
with people who many consider 
untouchable.
“It seems like people don’t 
want them in their coffee shops 
or their stores.  The only place 
they’re accepted are the bars,” 
Johnson said. “But there it’s like 
they’re saying ‘go drink your 
drink and be what we expect you 
to be.’  I feel like if I’m the only 
person who knows their name, 
and I’m like, ‘hey it’s good to see 
you,’ that could be the only time 
someone has simply welcomed 
them into a building all day. 
That’s why I keep coming back.”
Building a resume and 
networking
The training and networking 
that volunteers recieve is endless. 
Most agencies accept volunteers 
with varying interests and skill 
sets, from business to elementary 
education majors. 
“I didn’t want to do direct 
service,” said Molly Swanston, 
a mass communications major at 
Concordia,  “but I still wanted to 
make a difference.”
Swanston volunteers at the 
YWCA Cass-Clay, gaining 
experience by assisting the 
volunteer coordinator answering 
phone and e-mail inquiries and 
checking in donations from 
community members.  For her, 
the experience is valuable in 
working towards her desired 
career in public relations. 
“Honestly, the biggest reward 
for me is getting in with the 
network of people.  It’ll really 
help me out in the long run,” 
Swanston said.
How to get involved
Volunteers must first consider 
if they would like to do direct 
service with individuals, office 
work or even something related 
to their major.  Then they should 
decide what population most 
interests them.  
For homelessness, one could 
check out the area shelters.  If 
a volunteer likes working with 
children, he or she could try the 
Volunteering benefits students
Amanda Reddy / The Advocate
Bray Johnson (left) and shelter guest Susan Leathers share a laugh during check-in at the Gladys Ray Shelter. 
YWCA or Nakomis Childcare 
center.  Animal lovers could seek 
out agencies like 4 Luv of Dog 
and Adopt-a-pet.  People who 
have a heart for the elderly can 
probably find their niche at a 
program like Meals on Wheels or 
a retirement home.  
For potential volunteers who 
aren’t sure and want to check out 
volunteer postings, myfirstlink.
org has a great local volunteer 
center online.  
 “Just do it!” Rebsch said. 
“You can volunteer big or small, 
from stapling papers to teaching 
a yoga class at a shelter.  Even if 
you only have 10 minutes to give, 
it’s worth it for yourself and the 
community.”  
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ROCKY HORROR, FROM 
FRONT
“Especially college-age 
students, they like to get a little 
riled up about it. It’s fun, it’s a 
musical, and MSUM seems to 
do riskier theater, so I guess this 
isn’t too out there for MSUM.” 
Stommes’ character is Janet.
Audiences should be warned, 
“The Rocky Horror Show” is an 
R-rated musical. Part of what it’s 
known for is its edginess.
“Those who were called back 
(in auditions) for Frank ‘N’ 
Furter, the transvestite man, 
at one point in the callback 
auditions had to wear like three 
or four inch heels like hookers— 
well maybe not hooker heels, but 
stilettos—stilettos,  and a boa, 
and a wig. They had to be kind 
of half in drag for the callbacks. 
It was very interesting,” said Ivan 
Olson, who plays Brad.
The musical may be out there, 
but the theater department didn’t 
choose this production just to 
show something wild and crazy.
“I think it has a very important 
message as well,” Olson said. 
“It’s all about breaking out of 
whatever shell you’re in and being 
comfortable with what you have 
outside of that shell, whether that 
be dressing in women’s clothes 
or not. It’s kind of a message of: 
it’s okay.”
“One thing that any good 
theater program should do is to at 
times entertain, at times educate 
and in both of those realms there 
are times where theater is there 
to provoke, and make people 
challenge what they think of 
themselves or of their society,” 
Director Craig Ellingson said. 
Ellingson also noted that it 
is to the students’ benefit that 
the department selected “Rocky 
Horror.”
“What we try to do over a 
theater student’s residency here 
is that we try to expose them to a 
wide range of theatrical genres,” 
he said. 
He said that this provides the 
opportunity for audiences to be 
exposed to that wide range of 
genres as well.
The show’s production seems 
to be going smoothly.
“I think one thing that is 
really fun about this show is that 
we have a lot of new people,” 
Ellingson said. 
The majority of the ensemble 
cast consists of new students or 
new theater arts majors.
This interpretation of “The 
Rocky Horror Show” is heavily 
influenced by the movie and the 
original stage production.  
“There will be people that will 
come and they will be known as 
‘Rocky Horror’ virgins, so there 
will be virgins in the audience. 
But there will also be ‘Rocky 
Horror’ aficionados who have 
been to the film on more than 
one occasion, so we’re trying 
to do a pretty straight-forward 
production,” Ellingson said. 
“They will, I think, have a pure 
‘Rocky Horror’ experience. So 
we’re not trying to recreate it in 
a unique way. We’re doing the 
show as it should be.”
“It’s a challenge living up to 
something that is already so high 
up on the well-known musical 
list. People are gonna look at 
it and judge the hell out of it,” 
Stommes said. “Everyone knows 
it (the play) and so it has to be 
good or you can’t do it.”
With tickets for the show, there 
are also audience participation 
BY CONOR HOLT
Staff Writer
     Professor Yahya Frederickson’s 
poetry has been published on 
multiple occasions, but now, 
thanks to a long distance 
friend, he can call himself an 
internationally published poet. 
Frederickson has now had several 
of his poems published in an Iraqi 
literary journal, and it’s all thanks 
to Frederickson’s longtime 
friendship with one of the editors 
of the journal, Soheil Najm.
The Baghdad-based journal is 
called Al-Thaqafah Al-Ajnabia 
(Foreign Culture), and publishes 
fiction, essays and poetry. 
Frederickson and Najm have 
been friends for almost two 
decades, and when Najm asked 
Frederickson for some poems to 
publish, Frederickson  accepted.
Frederickson met Najm when 
he was teaching in Yemen in 
the 1990s.  Najm was a graduate 
student, and the two became 
friends.  After he left Yemen, 
Frederickson kept in contact 
with Najm through e-mail and 
Facebook.
Honored by Najm’s invitation, 
Frederickson gladly sent him 
several poems, which spoke about 
his childhood, his family and 
about growing up in Moorhead. 
One of them also talked about the 
Iraq war.  Four of Frederickson’s 
poems were published in the 
journal.  
“Things like this happen 
because you know someone,” 
Frederickson said.  “I feel 
fortunate to have known him.”
Frederickson said he was 
especially honored because Arab 
countries like Iraq are much more 
bags available to help guide 
audience members through 
the traditional “Rocky Horror” 
audience participation and 
provide them the supplies to do 
so. According to Ellingson, there 
are some parts of the show where 
the audience can yell out phrases, 
and in one instance the audience 
throws rice.
For people who aren’t familiar 
with “Rocky Horror,” Olson 
offered some advice: “I would 
say that if you’re coming to the 
show and have never been to the 
theater before, or have never seen 
this particular show before, keep 
as open of a mind as you possibly 
can, or do some research, because 
it’s gonna get crazy.”
Haley can be reached at 
haleych@mnstate.edu
Logan Werlinger / The Advocate
Yahya Frederickson published several poems in an Iraqi journal.  
Chris Franz / Photo Editor 
(From left to right) Caroline Stommes, Ivan Olson and Billy Schnase pose for a photo before their dress rehearsal on 
Monday.
Professor publishes poetry in Iraqi journal
appreciative and interested in 
poetry, in contrast to America, 
where poetry is largely ignored 
by the public.  
“I’m honored to be accepted 
like this in a country like Iraq,” 
Frederickson said.
Frederickson developed a love 
of poetry in college.  He attended 
MSUM, and then earned his 
Masters Degree in Fine Arts at 
the University of Montana.  After 
six years of teaching in Yemen, 
he earned his Ph.D. in English at 
the University of North Dakota.  
Frederickson has also 
published two chapbooks, or 
pocketsize poetry books, through 
Dakotah Territory Press, and 
has been published in several 
national journals.  He is currently 
on sabbatical, and is working on 
several poems and a memoir of 
his time in Yemen.
“It’s definitely a love of 
language that keeps me going,” 
Frederickson said.
Frederickson hopes that poetry 
can someday be more appreciated 
in the United States.  
“Poetry isn’t that far away,” 
Frederickson said. “If people just 
take that first step.”
Holt can be reached at holtco@
mnstate.edu.
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The Red River Bicycle 
Festival  is a culmination of 
bicycle culture and competition 
in the Red River Valley.
The event is Sept. 25 at MB 
Johnson Park at 3601 11 St. N, 
Moorhead starting at 9 a.m. 
It is a spectator-friendly day 
filled with cycling, live music, 
food, fun.
The Red River Bicycle 
Festival is an event promoting 
wellness through cycling. 
There are competitive and non-
competitive events taking place 
throughout the day.
The event is organized 
by three non-profit cycling 
organizations in the Fargo-
Moorhead area, the Great Plains 
Cycling Club, Paramount/
Maplelag Cycling Club and the 
Community Bicycle Workshop. 
Each organization brings a 
different specialty to the event. 
GPCC will play host to the 
Cyclocross race which is the 
kickoff race for the Minnesota 
Cycling Federation Lazer 
Cyclocross Series, Paramount/
Maplelag is organizing a 
mountain bike race for all skill 
levels, and the Bike Workshop 
is organizing a kids bike, short 
track adult race. 
There will also be a bicycle 
polo tournament, gold sprint 
racing, slow races and much 
more. Local talent has been 
contacted to provide live music 
throughout the day and food 
will be available so come 
hungry.
For anyone looking for an 
exciting spectator event or to 
dabble in competitive cycling 
world, this event is for you. 
Inaugural bike fest rolls into valley
Fall sports may be in full 
swing, but one team is already 
practicing for the spring season. 
The MSUM softball team has 
been practicing since August even 
though their season opener is not 
until April. With the extra time and 
training, they are building a strong 
foundation and bonding as a team. 
“(Preseason) is going really 
good; we are getting to know each 
other and each of our habits, and 
how we each play,” said freshman 
pitcher Steeli Norton. “Since there 
are seven other freshmen who have 
never played at this level, it’s nice 
to get to know the routine before 
we have to play.” 
MSUM softball has been playing 
in tournaments this fall. These 
games do not count on the official 
regular season record of the team 
but they give the team a chance to 
test out new players and get the feel 
for working as a team. 
“We have a few new freshmen 
that are going to be great assets to 
our team this year and it’s going 
to even out some of the holes that 
we have,” said senior pitcher Mara 
Litzer. 
Norton was given the opportunity 
to pitch in her first ever collegiate 
game and hit a double the first time 
at bat. 
After a tough season last year 
with a 7-39 record and only one 
senior, Head Coach Kristin Boyes 
says this season will be different.
“We’re working on little things,” 
she said. “Trying to go back to the 
basics and work the mechanics and 
make sure we have all the little 
things covered before we move 
onto the more advanced stuff.”  
“(A goal for the team is) to go 
to the conference tournament in 
May,” Litzer said. “We want to 
come together and play as a team 
offensively. We have some good 
hitters this year on our team.” 
The Dragons competed in the 
St. Cloud tournament this past 
weekend. They have one more 
tournament in Duluth on Sept. 25, 
and a home game against Valley 
City State on Oct. 3, before they 
head inside for the winter months. 
Softball gels during preseason, 
prepares early for spring start
BY KATELYN WIGMORE
Staff Writer
Wigmore can be reached at
wigmoreka@mnstate.edu
Freshman Steeli Norton, of the MSUM softball team, pitches during practice late last week. The team was preparing for 
three games at the St. Cloud Fall Tournament.
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The Dragons (1-2, 1-1 NSIC) 
picked up their first win of the 
season defeating the Upper 
Iowa Peacocks 28-24 in front of 
675 fans last weekend at Alex 
Nemzek Stadium.
After starting the season 0-2, 
the team was feeling the pressure.
“The first two weeks we 
struggled as an offense,” 
Quarterback Kevin Koch said. 
“But (today) we came through 
and overcame adversity. I’m 
pretty proud of the guys.”
The team scored their first 
touchdown of the season on a 
5-yard scamper by running back 
E’Boni Lucious-West.
“It felt good,” Lucious-West 
said. “It was very important to 
get the burden off our backs.” 
Lucious-West rushed for 63 
of the teams 69 rushing yards on 
22 carries. He also caught three 
passes for 13 yards.
Koch also got in on the action, 
throwing an 82-yard touchdown 
pass to Tyrone Small for his first 
one of the year. He finished the 
game 10-32 for 194 yards and a 
rushing touchdown. 
With six lead-changes, the 
game was back and fourth the 
entire time.
“We fought, we battled for 
four quarters,” Head Coach Joel 
Beard said. 
Despite the big offensive plays, 
the defense and special teams 
kept the Dragons in the game. 
They took four possessions away 
from the Peacocks with three 
interceptions and a blocked punt 
recovered for a touchdown in 
the endzone by junior Logan 
Werlinger.
“You learn from games like 
this,” Beard said. “You win, and 
you understand what is holding 
you back.”
The Dragons look to keep their 
positive momentum on the road 
this Saturday against conference 
foe the University of Minnesota-
Crookston, one of two teams the 
Dragons beat last season.
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Football finds first victory
BY MICHAEL SMITH
Sports Editor
Smith can be reached at 
smithmi@mnstate.edu
Dragons defense holds strong against Peacocks
Check us out on the web www.msumadvocate.com
-Coach Joel Beard
“You learn from games like this...You win, and you 
understand what is holding you back.”
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409 Main Ave. 
(located in the old Cheapo)
Moorhead, MN
218.287.1616  |  10am - 11pm
Off  Storewide!
Go to pracs.com to find research studies that best fit your schedule.  
We have research studies on weekdays and also weekends. Many 
Dermatology studies do not require overnight stays or blood 
collections.  Many of these research studies you can even be on 
certain types of medications.  Remember this is Today’s Research 
for Tomorrows health care, and now is your chance to make a 
difference and get compensated for your efforts.





Address: Corner of 4th ave and 10th st north Fargo







Your 1st Month is FREE 
in this quiet 2-bedroom/1-
bathroom apartment. 
Quick and convenient 
access to I-94. Includes 
a garage and Wireless 
Internet available. 
Available Now at only 
$525/mo. Visit: http://
www.fargorents.com/WR. 
Call Jeremy at 
701-373-5064.
For Rent
½ block from MSUM. 
Large 4bdrm, 2 bath, 
laundry room. Small pets 
OK. $1000.00. Heat Paid 
701-238-0081
Employment
The FARGODOME is 
accepting applications for 









Hours vary according to 
event schedules. Applicants 
are encouraged to fill 
out applications at the 
FARGODOME, 1800 
North University Drive, 
Fargo, ND. No phone calls 
please. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
Employment
Part Time with good pay, 
bonuses and flexiable 
hours. ND Fraternal Order 
of Police Call Center 
Representative - Apply in 
person after 12:00 pm at 
119 5th St. N. Fargo, ND , 
Phone 701-356-1266
Employment
Do you know someone 
who plays guitar and/or 
keyboard? Someone who 
has personality plus? Do 
you know someone who 
is a rockstar and not afraid 
to be a “fool” for Christ? 
Do you know someone 
who can lead a large group 
of kids in singing praises 
to God? Hope Lutheran 
Church is looking for such 
a person to lead worship 
for kids 3yrs.- 5 th grade. 
It is a three hour time 
commitment on Sunday 
mornings (9:30a.m.-11:30 
a.m) and Wednesday 
evenings(6:00-7:00p.m.) 
during the school year. It 
is a paid position.
Contact Pastor Steph at 
stollefson@fargohope.org 
or call 701-235-6629.
CLASSIFIEDS
